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Mr. Dawroatn’s Account continued. 


UT who is there left among you that faw thefe Churches 
B in their frff Glory? And how do you fee them now ? 
* Are they not in your Eyes in Comparifon thereof as 
nothing ? Is not the Temper, Compleétion & @ountenance 
of the Churches ry x altered ? Doth not acarelefs, re 
mifs, flat, dry, cold, dead Frame of Spirit grow upon us te- 
cretly, ftrongly, prodigioufly ? They that have Ordinance 
are as pe tees | none; they that hear the Word a: 
though they it not; and they that pray as tho’ they 
prayed not ; and they that receive the Sacraments as tho’ 
they received them not ; and they that are exercifed in the 
holy Things, ‘ep | them by the by as Matters of Cuftom 
and Ceremony. Pride, Contention, Worldline—&s, Cove- 
toufnefs, Luxury, Drunkennefs and Uncleannets break in 
like a Flood upon us ; and good Men grow cold in their 
Love to God, and one another. 
4. TheReverend & famousD)r.Incarase Matinee ina 
Treatife intitled Pray for the rifingGeneration,Printed in 1678, 
writes, as follows-- 
* Prayer is needful on thicAccount,in that Conyersto: 
‘ are become rare in this Age of the World. They that have 
* their Thoughts exercifed in difcerning Things of thi Na- 
* ture, have had fad Apprehenfions with Reference unto this 
‘ Matter ; That the Worx of Conversion hath been at 
* agreat Stand in theWorld. In the laft Age, in the Days ot 
* our Fathers, in other Parts of the World, /cotee a Serme 
N © tees, af 
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preached but fome evidently converted, and fometimes Hun- 
dreds ina Sermon. Which of us can fay we have feen the 
like? Char, found CoNVERSIONS are not frequent in 
fome Congregations. The Bedy of the rifing Generation 
is a poor, peri/hing, UNCONVERTED, and (except the Lord 
pour down his Spirit) an undone Generation. Many that are 
Profane, Drunkards, Swearers, Lafcivious, Scoffers at the 
Power of Godlinefs, Defpifers of thofe that are good, Dif- 
obedient. Others that are only civil, and outwardly con- 
formed to good Order, by Reafon of their Education, but 
never knew what the New BirvrH means.’ 

s. The venerable Mr. Samuet Torrey, Paftor of the 


Church at /Veymouth, in his Sermon intitled, @ Plea for the 
Life of dying Religion, from Deut. xxxii. 47. Becaufe it is 
your Life ; Preached before the General Court of the Mas- 
SACHUSETTS Colony on May 16. 1683, being the Day of 
their Eleétion, fays : 
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‘ That there hath been a vital Decay, a Decay upon the very 

Vitals of Religion, by a deep Declenfion in theLife,& Power 
of it; that there is already a greatDeath upon Religion, little 
more left than @ Name to live 5 that theThings which remain, 
are ready to die; and that we are in great Danger of dying 
together with it: This is one of the moft awakening, and 
humbling Confiderations of our prefent State and Condition. 
Oh ! the many deadlySymptoms,Symptoms of Death, that are 
uponourReligion !_ Confider we then how much it is dying 
refpecting the very Being of it, by the general Failure of the 
Work of ConvERSION 3 whereby only it is that Re/i- 
gion is propagated, continued, and upheld in Being among 
any People. As Convertinc-Work doth ceafe, fo 
Religion doth die away ; though more infenfibly, yet mott 
irrecoverably. How much Religion is dying in the very 
Hearts of fincere Chriftians, by their Declenfions in Grace, 
Hilinefs, and the Pewer of Godlinefs! How much it is 
dying, refpecting the vifible Profeffion, and Praétice of it: 
partly by the Formality of Churches ; but moré by the Hy- 
pecrify, and Apeffa/y of formal, hypocritical Profeffors ! 
How much it is dying under the prevailing Power of thofe 
Sins and Evils, which are utterly inconfiftent with, and de- 
itructive of the Life of it ! Thofe Sins continuing, and 
prevailing, Religion cannot live, it muft needs die. Such 
as are the deep, and general degeneracy of the Generations ; 
* unprofitable 
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unprofitablenefs under all Means of Grace, Unbelief, and 
Difobedience to the Gofpel ; Formality, Hypocrify, and 
fpiritual Idolatry in the Worhhip of God ; Prophanations, 
and Pollutions of the Houfe of God ; flighting and neglect 
of holy Things, Interefts, and Injoyments thereof ; World- 
linefs, Prophanenefs, Senfuality. Hence how is Religion 
dying in Churches ! Churches, which are conftituted on 
Purpofe for the Propagation, and Prefervation of the Life of 
Religion ; that live, and have their Being, only by theLife 
of Religion, how little is there of the Life of Re ‘ligion left 
in them ! and how are Churches themfelves dangui/hing and 
dying together with Religion! How is Religion dying in 
Families ! through the Neglect of the religious Service ‘and 
Worthip of God, sand of the religious Education of Children 
and Youth inF amilies. Truly, , here, and hereby Religion 
firft received it’sDeath’sWound. Hence Religion i is dyi ing 
in all other Societies, amopg all Orders & Dearce: of Men, 
in all Ways of Converfe, both Civil and Eccletiaftical. O 
there is little or nothing of the Life of Religion to be feen, 
Or appearing either in “the Frame, or Way, Hearts, cr 
Lives of the generality of the Profeffors of it. And that 
which remains thereof, ready to die!’ 
6. The aforefaid Dr. Ic REASE MATHER in his Prt- 
FACE to Mr. Torrey’s faid Election Sermon, then alfo wrote as 
follows— é 

© It hath often been affirmed, and truly, that the d/fin- 

© guifbing Character whereby New ENGLAND isdifferenced 
© from other Out-goings of ‘the E nelifh Nation, is, in that the 
great Motive inducing the firft Planters to remove inta a how- 
ling Wi ilderne/s, was the Intere/t of Rericion. And 
whilft Men continued faithful to that bleffed Defign, it was 
well with them. They that fought firft the Kingdom of 
God and his Righteoufnefs, had other Things added unto 
them. Nor did any Weapons formed again{ft us in thole 
Days profper. TheLord hath caufed us to fee that Religion 
is our Life. That this Intereft, without which, we our 
felves cannot live, hath been for many Years lanzuishinz and 
dying, is the Obfervation of all Men, that have their Hearts 
exercifed in difcerning Things of this Nature. “he Com- 
plaint is, that New Exci Ann isnot tole found in New 
ENGLAND ; but we are become like the reft of the Nations 
being grown into the fame Conformity to the World, with 
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other Plantations, whofe Intereft and Profeffion never was 
as our’shath been. There is a wofulDecay as toE xternals, 
and the Form of Religion amongft the Profeflors of it. 
Hearing the Word as to the publick Difpenfation thereof, 
Prayer with Fafting, and other religious Exercifes, (which 
reach no further than the Form of Godlinefs) are not fo 
frequent as in former Days : and that is a moft certainSign, 
that the Power of Godline/s is much more ina bleeding and 
dying State. 

7. The Reverend andRenownedMr.SAMUEL WILLARD, 


Paftor of the S:uth Church in Bofton,and Vice Prefident of Har- 
vard College ; in his Sermon intitled, The Perils of the Times 
Difplayed ; Printed in 1700. 
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‘ That there is a Form of Gedline/s among us is manifeft. 
But the great Inquiry is, whether there be not too much 
of a general denying of the Power of it? Whence elfe is 
it, that there be fuch Things as thefe that follow to be ob- 
ferved ? That there is fuch a Prevalency of fo many Jmmo- 
ralities among Profeffors. That there is fo little Succefs of 
the Gofpel. How few thorough Converfions are to be ob- 
ferved ? How fcarce and feldom? Men go from Ordi- 
nance to Ordinance, and from Year to Year, and it may 
be are a little awakned and affected, but how few are 
efe@ually turned from Sin toGod. It is to be hoped that 
there are more than we know of : This Work of God is 
fecret : however this is a certain Obfervation which may 
be fafely made, that where there is m0 OUTWARD Con- 
VERSION, Charity bath no Ground to proceed on to believe 
that there isan INWARD one; for were the Heart favingly 
changed, that would influence the Life; yea, were Men 
pricked to the Heart under the Ordinances, they would 
cry out for Help and Direétion, and we fhould hear of them. 
And how little is there to be difcerned of a growing Grace in 
them that pretend to have experienced a Work of Con- 
VERSION? Whence is it that fo many grow weary of 
Chrift’s Yoke, that there is fo much Contempt caft on the 
Gofpel Miniftry ? Whence the éaafe Coverfation of Pro- 


feffors 5 the grievous negleé? of Familj-Worfoip 5 the woful 


Ignorance that prevails among us ; the Hitt/e Saveur of Gad- 
lizefs in the private Converfation of Chriflians ? The Heart 
that is full of God will be like a Veffel that is filled with new 
Wine, which nuit have vent, David faith, J am @ Compa- 
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nion of them that fear thee ; and that all bis Delight is 
in @; and why fo ? becaufe they are fuitable for 
that Communication which his Heart breathes after. 
And we are told that they that feared God fpake often 
one to another : And what do we think they difcourfed about ? 
An Heart that is filled with Grace, is in it’s Element when 
the Man is difcourfing about the Kingdom and the Affairs 
of that. When therefore Profeffors either fhun the Com- 
pany of the godly, and feek Intimacy with vain Perfons ; or 
when they come together, fpend their Time in vain foolifh 
Difcourfes, or at beft about the Affairs of this World, and 
not one warming Word about the Concerns of their Souls 
and Eternity, it faith there wants the Power of Gonut- 
Ness. Jf their Treafure were in Heaven, their Hearts wou'd 
be there : and if fo, they would delight to be talking of their own 
Country: Whereas it is too notorious that fuch Conferences 
arevery rare: and let a ferious Chriftian begin them, and 
he fall find the moft to be filent about them : but if we divert 
to worldly Affairs, they are full of Matter. If godly Com- 
munication be burdenfome, it plainly faith ourssHew of 
Goodnefs is but a Shew, and hath no Life in it. Whence 
the bad Symptoms that are on the rifing Generation. It 
hath been a frequent Obfervation ; that if one Generation 
begins to decline,the next that follows ufually grows worfe, 
and fo on, till God pours out hisSpirit again upon them. The 
Decays which we do already languith under are fad : and what 
Tokens are on our Children, that it is like to be better 
hereafter ? God be thanked that there are fo many among 
them that promife well: But alas, how doth Vanity, and 
a fondnefs after new Things abound among them ? --- How 
do young Profeffors grow weary of the ftrict Profeffion 
of their Fathers, and become ftrong Difputants for thofe 
Things which their Progenitors forfook a pleafant Land for 
the Avoidance of ! 
&, Dr. Increafe Mather, in his Book intitled, TheGlory de- 
parting from NEW-ENGLAND : Printedin 1702, wrote as 
follows : 

© Let the Life and Power of Gedlinefs be revived --- That 
‘ has been the finguler Glry of New-Enctanp. The 
« Generality of the firft Planters were Men eminent forGod- 
‘ linefS. Weare the Poferity of the good old Puritan Non- 
* conformigsin ENGLAND, who where a ftrict and holy 
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People. Such were our Fathers who followed the .o:d 
into this Wildernefs. O New-ENGLAND! New-Fna- 
LAND ! look to it that the Glory be not removed from 
thee !_ For it begins to go! O tremble : for it is going, 
itis gradually departing! Altho’ there is that of divine 
Glory ftill remaining which we onght to be very thankful 
for ; neverthelefs much of itis gone. You that are aged 
Perfons and can remember what New-EncLAND was 
jifty Years ago, that faw thefe Churches in their firft Glory ; 
is there not a fad Decay and Diminution of that Glory ! 
How is theGold become dim ! the moft fineGold changed ! 
Yea, how are the Golden Candlefticks changed in New- 
EnGianp ! Alas !. what a Change is there in that which 
hath been our Glory! Time was when thefe Churches 


. were beautiful as Tirzah, comely as Jerufalem, terrible as an 


Army with Banners. What a glorious Prefence of Chrift 
was there in all his Ordinances. Many were converted, 
and willingly declared what God had done for their Souls : 
and there were added totheChurches daily fuch as fhould be 
faved. But are not found Converfions become rare in this 
Day and in many Congregations? Look into Pulpits, and 
and fee if there is fuch a Glory there as once there was : 
New-ENGLANp has had Teachers eminent for Learning, 
and no lefs eminent for Holinefs, and all minifterial Ac- 
complifhmens. When will Boffox fee a Cotton anda 
Norton again ? When will New-Encianp fee a 
Hooker, a SHEPARD, a MITCHELL, not to mention 
others. No littlePart of theGlory was laid in theDuft when 
thefe eminent Servants of Chrift were laid in their Graves. 
Look into our Civi/State ; doesChrift reign there as once he 
did ? How many Churches, how many Towns are there 
in New- England that we may figh over them and fay,--The 
Glory is gone! How many are there among us, whofe 
Fathers in coming into thisWildernefs defigned nothing but 
Religion, but they are for another Intereft ! 
‘ There is fad Caufe to fear that greater Depar- 
tures of the Glorv are haftning upon us. For 
1ft. Thofe Sins which have provoked the Lord to remove 
his Glory, are not reformed, nor like to be : Ourlniquities 
teftify againft us, and our Backflidings are many. That 
there is a general Defection in Netv-England from primitive 
Pisity and Piety in many Refpects, is fo plain it cannot be 
* denied. 
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denied. 2dly, There are Minifters who are not like their 
Predeceffors, nor principled not fpirited as they were. 
adly, TheProvidence of God is threatning to pull down the 
W4ll which has been a Defence to thefe Churches. 4thly, 
That which fome have thought was the fpecial Defien of 
Providence in bringing choice People into this Part of the 
World feems to be now over. It has been by wife and good 
Men conjectured that the Lord’s more peculiar Defign was 
that the World might fee a Specimen of what fhall be over 
all the Earth in the glorious Times expected. 

© In thofe Days what Manner of Perfons will there be in 
Power as to civil Government? And what kind of Laws 
fhall there be eftablifhed ? A Prophet hath told us Ifai. 60. 
17. I will make thy Officers Peace, and thy Exaéctors Righte- 
oufnefs. And in thofe Days how will Church Members be 
qualified ? That we fee in the fame Prophet, Ver. 21. Thy 
People fhall be all righteous. It was very much thusin New- 
England many Years ago, but neither our civil or ecclefi- 
aftical State is ever like to be what once it was. ¢ 

g- Dr. Increafe Mather in a Preface to a Courfe of Sermons 


on Early Piety by fome Minifters of Bo/fon, Printed 1721, 
writes,--- 
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‘ | am now in the eighty third Year of my Age : and 
having had an Opportunity to converfe with the firft Plan- 
ters of thisCountry, and having been for fixty five Years a 
Preacher of the Gofpel ; I cannot but be in the Difpofition 
of thofe ancient Men who had feen the Foundation of the 
firfttHoufe,and wept with a loudVoice to fee what a Change 
the Work of the Temple had upon it. I wifh it were no 
other than theWeaknefs of Horace’s old Man, the Laudator 
Temporis Aéti, when 1 complain there is a grievous Decay 
of Piety in the Land, and a leaving the firit Love, and that 
the Beauties of Holine/s, are not to be feen as once they 
were 5 a fruitful Chriftian grown too rare a Speétacle ; yea 
too many are given to Change, and leave that Order of the 
Gofpel, to fet up and uphold which was the very Defign 
of thefe Colonies ; and the very Intereft of New-England 
feems to be changed from a religious to a worldly one. 
Oh ! that my Head were Waters, and mine Eyes a Foun- 
tain of Tears.’ 

And in a Sermon in the aforemention’d Book, on 


Early Piéty, he further writes, » 


© The 
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© The Children of New-England are or once were for the 
moft Part the Children of godly Men. What did ourFa- 
thers come into this Wildernefs for ?. Not to gain Eftates, 
as Men do now, but for Religion, and that they might 
leave their Children in a hopeful Way of being truly reli- 
gious. ‘There was a famous Man that preached before one 
* of the greateft Aflemblics that ever was preached unto fe- 
* venty Years ago ; and he told them, / Aave lived inaCountry 
* feven Years, and all that Time I never heard one profaneOQath, 
and all that Time 1 never did fee a Man drunk in that Land. 
Where was that Country? It was New-England!/ But 
ah degenerate New- England, what art thou come to at 
this Day? How are thofe Sins become common in thee, 
that once were not fo much as heard of in this Land.’ 

We fhall conclude this Ild General Head with fome remar- 
kable Paflages in a Sermon of the lateReverend & LearnedDr. 
Cotton Mather, of blefled Memory, Preached at the publich 
Leéturein Bofton, and printed in 1706, Intitled, The Good 
eld Way ; in the following Words ; 

* It is confefled wy all, who know any Thing of the Mat- 
ter; and, Oh! Why not with Rivers of Tears bewailed ! 
That there is a general,and an horrible Decay of Chri/ianity, 
among the Profeflors of it. The glorious and heavenly 
Religion of our precious CuRIsT, generally appears with 
quite another Face, in the Lives of Chri/fians at this Day, 
than what it had in theLives of the Saints, into whofeHands 
the Matchie/s Gift of God, was firft of all delivered. The 
modern Chriflianity, "tis too generally, but a very Spec?re, 
Scarce a Shadow of the Ancient ! Ab! finful Nation. Ab, 
Children that are Corrupters ; What have your Hands done, 
to defile, and to deface, a ‘Jewel, which reftored unto its 
Native Luftre, would outfhine the Sun in the Firmament ! 
So notorious is this Decay of Chrifiiamity, that whole Books 
are ever now and then written to inquire into it: What is 
the Caufe, that the former Days were better than thefe? And 
it were well, if always they did wi/ely inguire concerning it. 
( To be continued.) 
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